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Ethical decision making among nursing students at Boromrajonani

College of Nursing, Phayao
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Abtract

Ethics and ethical decision making are
crucial to the profession of nursing. This research
aimed to identify ethical decision making among
nursing students as well as to determine the
relationship between nursing curriculum and
ethical decision making among nursing students at
Boromrajonani College of Nursing, Phayao. There
were 121 nursing students voluntary participated
in this study (52-fourth year nursing students
of bachelor degree of nursing and 69-second
year nursing students of Diploma in Nursing
Science). Nursing ethical decision making test,
consisted of six situations, was used to measure
the ethical decision making scores regarding
nursing profession and nursing experiences. Data
were analyzed using frequency, percentage and
Chi-square.

Findings revealed that nursing students
had the right ethical decision making scores
regarding nursing profession with 76.86%, and
regarding nursing experiences with values at
75.21%. Problem solving during the shortage of
resources (the fifth situation) had the highest
score of ethical decision making regarding nursing
profession and nursing experiences with values
at 90.08% and 94.21% respectively. Conversely,
the lowest score of ethical decision making
regarding nursing profession was to protect the
patient’s right about the clinical trial (the fourth
situation) with values at 69.42%. Meanwhile,
the lowest score of the ethical decision making
regarding nursing experiences was to provide

the opportunity of decision making for patient

and their relatives with values at 49.59%. The
nursing curriculum was related with the ethical
decision making only one situation. It found that
the third situation “providing the opportunity of
decision making for patient and their relatives”
had significantly related with nursing curriculum
(p = 0.008).

Research suggests that ethical decision
making situations/concepts should be integrated
into learning and teaching process in order to
promote an appropriate ethical decision making
for nursing students and it would be resulted in
increasing of the awareness of the importance
of nursing profession and the pride of nursing

careers.
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